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NATURE   OF  EXPLANATION
Because Truth is an ideal Existence, we have said in a previous
chapter that explanation is the tracing out of the ideal in the
actual. Explanation, as commonly understood, is the interpreta-
tion of things in terms of something which is generally familiar,
important or self-evident. So it is sometimes reducing a complex
to the familiar, sometimes to the important, and sometimes
to the obvious. But what is simple may not be self-evident and
familiar, and what is self-evident may not be simple, and so
forth. And when we become reflective, what is simple may be
discovered to be in need of further explanation. What is impor-
tant may be important for some purpose and unimportant for
another. This fact leads to further attempts at explanation.
Explanation therefore has to be pushed until it reaches an Abso-
lute, which does not require further explanation. An Absolute is
thus implied in the very idea of explanation. Interpretation of
our experience in terms of what falls short of the Absolute can
have only a relative value.
Explanation is sometimes said to be the fixing of the orders of
reality and discovering the relations both within and between
the orders. Even this idea of explanation is covered by our view.
Explanation, according to the thesis of this work, is the tracing
out of the ideal in the actual, the disentangling of the ideal Exis-
tence from the world. The lower orders of reality are intellec-
tually lighted up as we advance higher and higher in tracing out
the ultimate reality. This advance fixes the relations between the
orders by studying their internal structures. It is never possible
to reduce the orders completely to a common denominator. One
is not precisely the same as the other. Colour, for instance, cannot
be equated to sound. But each may be co-ordinated to the other.
Similarly, life cannot be reduced to matter, though there is some
correlation between the two. The qualitative differences between
the orders excludes any such reduction. But yet the whole of the
phenomenal reality may be treated as a series or gradations of
such orders. Some of the orders form a horizontal series like
colours, sounds, tastes, etc.; others constitute a vertical gradation
like matter, life and mind. The highest reality is present in all
these; it shines through all of them and confers unity on all.
It is sometimes thought that a thing is explained when its
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